BLYTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

I 9 5 0» 


TO:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  of  the  BLYTH 

. RURAL  DISTRICT o 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  My  Ladies,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1950 • 

As  you  will  be  aware,  I have  been  Acting  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  since  your  previous  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  John  Sleigh, 
resigned  on  30th  September,  1950 • My  other  duties  have  made 
it  neoessary  for  me  to  confine  my  attention  to  emergencies  and 
I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  help  I have  received 
from  your  other  Officers,  Mr.  Kitchen,  your  Sirrveyor  and  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  in  particular  having  given  me  much  valuable 
assistance . 

The  report  is  perforce  limited  to  statistics  and  examination 
of  the  figures  confirms  that  the  district  has  enjoyed  a healthy 
year . 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


So  To  G.  GRAY 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ......... .....o ............. . 97? 935° 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population 

(June,  1950)  ...........................  19?460. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..................  6,472. 

Rateable  value  . .£68,894. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ,,o  ......  . £279 . 


oOo 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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MALES 

j FEMALES  |j 

TOTAL  1 

i Live  Births  ................  || 

154 

1 131  ;| 

285  ! 

j (Illegitimate  Births)  .....  || 

(3) 

1 li 

(9)  1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
(England  and  Wales) 

Comparability  factor 


= 14.6 

= 15.8 
= 1.19 
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Stillbirths  (Legitimate)...  ji 

5 

! 
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( Illegitimate  ) jj 
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^ 1 

1 ■:■■■ 

1 

- 

Rate 

per  1,000  live  births 

= 28.1 

Rate 

per  1,000  population 

.41 

Rate 

per  1,000  population 

(England  and  Wales) 

.37 

Maternal  Mortality 


NIL. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2893622x 


Infantile  Mortality. 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL  * 

i 

! Deaths  of  infants  under  one 

Year.  fLegitimate) 

4 

- 

4 ! 

(illegitimate) 

1 

1 

2 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  21.5  per 
1,000  live  births. 

(England  and  Wales  = 29«8) 

M/.LES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

Deaths.  i^q  ^31  279 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  = 14*3 
(England  and  Wales  = 11.6) 

Comparability  factor  = .73 


Causes  of  Deaths. 


! 

MALES 

FEMALES 

K— -■  ■■  ■'  ' ■■  - ■ — -H- 

f 

1 Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ........i 

3 

3 1 

j Tuberculosis,  Other  ..............  1 

1 

° i 

1 Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

0 i 

j Ifi^ooping  Cough  ...................  j 

1 

1 

0 i 

j Other  Infectious  Disease 

0 

1 1 

j Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...... 

5 

6 1 

! Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  . 

4 

0 1 

1 Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ....... 

0 

8 ; 

i Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ....... 

0 

3 1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ........ 

14 

7 1 

Leukaemia  ........................ 

0 

1 

Diabetes  ......................... 

0 

1 ! 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

19 

23  i 

} Coronary  Disease , Angina  ......... 

20 

6 1 
} 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Diseaso  . . 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease  .............. 

37 

33  ! 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ....... 

5 

3 i 

Pneumonia  

1 

4 j 

Bronchitis  ....................... 

9 

7 

Other  Diseaso  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .... 

1 

1 

Gastro-enterit is  ................. 

1 

0 

Nephritis  . . . . 

1 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

0 

Congenital  malformations  ......... 

1 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

Diseases  

11 

12 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

4 

0 

All  other  Accidents  

» i»  ■J 

4 

4 

CD 

131 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  follov/ing  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year  s- 


zr  :..  — 

i 

MALES 

FEMALES 

! 

: Whooping  Cough 

60 

60 

1 Measles  ...................... 

98 

100 

i Pneumonia  .................... 

5 

6 

i Scarlet  Fever  ................ 

7 

15 

i Erysipelas  ................... 

- 

5 

] Poliomyelitis  - paralytic  .... 

1 t 

— 

1 

— 

Notification  of  all  infectious  disease  was  satisfactory. 

oOo 


TUBERCULOSIS 


MALES 

; FEMALES 

i 

i TOTAj. 

1 

1 

1 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

■ 

j Pulm . 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  beginning  of  year 

.3 

; 

18 

t — 1 

1 69 

1 

i 

Ni;imber  of  cases  added  during 
the  year 

8 

3 1 

I 

4 

3 

CO 

1 — 1 

Number  removed  during  the 
year 

I 

1 

1 i 

1 

1 

7 

4 

16 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  REGISTER 
AT  END  OF  TRE  YEAR 

27 

i 

16  i 
} 

1 

13 

==1 

71 

oOo 


D IFHTHER  Hi  IIJICT ISAT ION . 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 


information  in  respect  of  the  Rural  District  i- 

Pre-school  children  immunised  ............  954 

Total  number  of  children  immunised  .......  3 >713 

% pro-school  children  immunised  ..........  58»02 

% all  children  immunised  8l 

"Booster"  Treatment  ......................  264 


— oOo  — 


4. 


MILK. 


The  County  Public  Health  staff  took  39  samples  of  milk  and  of  these 

(a)  ONE  v/as  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  This  milk 
supply  was  diverted  for  heat  treatment. 

(b)  POUR  samples  were  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms. 
Appropriate  action  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations,  1949?  was  taken  in  each  case. 

oOo 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Nev/  Houses  erected  in  195Q» 

By  Local  Authority  ...........  ...  ......  . 60. 

By  Private  enterprise  9* 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949 « 

Applications  received  for  Improvement  Grant  .....  11 

Applications  approved  by  Council  ................  8 

Applications  refused  ............................  3 

(c)  Sanitary  Inspections  of  Housing. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  informal 

notices  have  been  served  ....................  154 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  informal 

notices  have  been  complied  with  .............  102 

Revisits  182 

Statutory  Notices  served  6 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ................  3 

oOo 

WATER . 

(a)  Samples  . 

No:  of  Samples  taken  ......................  35 » 

Visits  in  connection  v/ith  Water  Shortage  ..  159° 

(b)  Cartage  t 

During  1950  water  v/as  carted  to  the  Walpole  Lane  District, 
Kolsale,  Rendham,  Wenhaston,  Sternfield  and  to  Haugh  Wood 
Camp. 

Mainlaying  is  proceeding  in  Kelsale  and  it  is  anticipated  that  tho 
Parish  Water  Scheme  v/ill  be  completed  in  1951?  and  in  consequence 
carting  of  water  v/ill  be  reduced. 

It  is  anticipated  that  v/ork  of  mainlaying  v/ill  be  started  in  1951 
in  the  Parishes  of  Marie sford.  Little  Glemham  and  Hacheston, 


— oOo — 
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SEVffiRAGE . 


Plans  have  been  prepared  for  a new  sev/age  disposal  works  in  the 
Parish  of  Framlingham,  to  replace  the  existing  inefficient  plant. 

oOo 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 


Factories  and  V/orkshops  inspected  , 30. 

Informal  notices  re  defects  ...................  7 » 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ................  6 . 

oOo 


FOOD. 

(a)  NO  CASES  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

(b)  Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspections. 

Bakehouses  inspected  ..............  9* 

Dairies  inspected  .................  I6. 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ................  I9. 

Other  places  where  food  is  prepared  41" 

oOo 

NATIONAL  ASSISTMCE  ACT,  I948. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section  47 
of  this  Act. 


6. 


